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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 1. (Currently amended) An intermediate network device for use in a computer network 

2 carrying network traffic corresponding to sessions, the intermediate network device com- 

3 prising: 

4 a traffic scheduler having one or more resources for use in forw arding network 

5 traffic received at the device at different rates; 

6 a classification engine configured to identify the received netwcrk traffic based 

7 upon predefined criteria; and 

8 a resource reservation engine in communicating relationship wi 'h the traffic 

9 scheduler and the classification engine, 

10 a receiver arranged to receive a first request from a first sourcing entity for a first 

11 session to a first receiving entity, wherein the first session is assigned a session group 

12 identifier (TP): wherein the receiver receives a second request from the : first sourcing en- 

13 tity for a second session to a second receiving entity, wherein the second request is as- 

14 signed a second group indentifier GD): 

15 wherein, in response to a -the reqnest a roquest to reserve resources ^ for a firat sco 

16 oion associated with a oooflion group identifier (IDVthe resource reserv ation engine de- 

17 termines whether the session group ID of the first session matches jfo: session group ID 
is of ono or morcthe second sessions for which resources have previously been reserved 

\9 and, if so, directs the traffic scheduler to share the resources reserved for the one or more 

20 second sessions with the first session. 

1 2. (Original) The intermediate network device of claim 1 wherein 

2 .the resource reservation engine includes a data structure for storing information 

3 for the sessions, and 

4 the resource reservation engine stores a session group identifier (ID) for each ses- 

5 sion in the data structure. 
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1 3. (Original) The intermediate network device of claim 2 wherein the session group 

2 identifier associated with a given session includes a source address of aa entity sourcing 

3 the traffic flow of the given session and a resource identifier (ID). 

1 4. (Original) The intermediate network device of claim 3 wherein: 

2 the resource reservation engine utilizes the Resource reSerVatic -n Protocol 

3 (RSVP) specification standard, and 

4 the session group ID of a given session is contained in a RSVP Path message as- 
s sociated with the given session. 

1 5. (Original) The intermediate network device of claim 4 wherein the first and the one or 

2 more second sessions carry voice information. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The intermediate network device of claim 5 wherein the first 

2 and the one or more second sessions originate from a single sourcing entity. 

i 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The intermediate network device of claim 1 wherein the first 

2 and the one or more second sessions originate from a single sourcing entity and are di- 

3 rected to two or more different destination entities. 

1 8. (Original) The intermediate network device of claim 7 wherein the first and the one or 

2 more second sessions carry voice information and correspond to a call waiting context. 

1 9. (Original) In a computer network having a plurality of entities interconnected by a 

2 plurality of intermediate network devices having one or more resources for use hi for- 

3 warding network traffic corresponding to sessions., a method for sharing resources re- 

4 served for a first session with a second session, the method comprising the steps of: 

3 
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5 receiving a first resource reservation message associated with a first session, the 

e first resource reservation message specifying a session group identifier (ID); 

7 storing the session group ID of the first resource reservation me ssage; 

8 reserving resources for use with the first session; 

9 receiving a second resource reservation message associated with a second session, 

10 the second resource reservation message corresponding to a session group ID; 

n comparing the session group ID associated with the second resource message with 

12 the stored session group ID specified by the first resource reservation message; and 

13 if the two session group IDs match, sharing the resources reserved for use with 

14 the first session with the second session. 

1 10. (Original) The method of claim 9 herein the session group identifiers 

2 with a given session includes a source address of an entity sourcing the traffic flow and a 

3 resource identifier (ID). 

1 1 L (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10 wherein the first resource reserva- 

2 tion message is a Path message in accordance with the Resource reSerV action Protocol 

3 (RSVP) specification standard that has been configured to cany the resource ID. 

1 12. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the second resource reservation message 

2 is a RSVP Resv message corresponding to the second session. 

1 13. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the resource ID is disused in a resource 

2 ID object of the RSVP Path message. 

1 14. (Original) In a sourcing entity interconnected with two or more reserving entities by 

2 a computer network having a plurality of intermediate network devices, the devices hav- 

3 ing one or more resources for use in forwarding network traffic corresponding to ses- 

4 
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4 sions, a method for sharing resources reserved for a first session with a second session, 

5 the method comprising the steps of; 

6 generating a first resource reservation message associated with 1 he first session; 

7 loading the first resource reservation message with a session group identifier (ID); 
s sending the first resource reservation message with the session jjroup ID toward a 

9 first receiving entity; 

10 generating a second resource reservation message associated with the second ses- 
n sion; 

12 loading the first resource reservation message with the session f roup identifier 

13 used in the first resource reservation message; and 

14 sending the second resource reservation message with the session group ID to- 

15 ward a second receiving entity, 

16 whereby resources reserved for use with the first session are shzxed with the sec- 
n ond session. 

1 1 5. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

2 generating a locally unique resource identifier (ID) value; and 

3 generating the session group ID based on the resource ID value 

1 16. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the session group ID includes a source 

2 address of the sourcing entity and the resource ID. 

j 17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14 wherein the first and second re- 

2 source reservation messages are Path messages in accordance with the Resource reSerVa- 

3 tion Protocol (RSVP) specification standard that have been configured to carry the re- 

4 source ID. 

i 18. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the first and second sessions carry voice 

i information and correspond to a call waiting context 

5 
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1 19. (Currently amended) A method for reserving resources by a netwo :k device for 

2 transmission of messages through a computer network comprising: 

3 . receiving a first request from a spurring entity for i nitiating a fiist sessiontoa 

4 first receiving entity by the network device; 

5 identifying the first session by writing a session group identifier (session ID) into 

6 packets of the first session; 

7 receiving a second request from the sourcing enti ty for mitiatinp a second session 
a to a second receiving entity forj nitiating on e or moro second oeaoionsa secpnd session 

9 using the session ID of the first session; and 

10 transmitting a setup message to enable other network devices to share resources 
i i between the first session and the second session in response to both the first and second 
12 sessions having the same session ID. 

1 20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 further comprising.: 

2 including a data structure for storing information for the sessions in a resource 

3 reservation engine, and 

4 storing the session ID for each session in the data structure in the resource reser- 
s vation engine. 

1 21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 further comprising: 

2 identifying a given session by a source address of an entity sourcing the traffic 

3 flow of the session and a resource identifier (ID). 

1 22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2 1 further comprisin $ ;: 

2 utilizing the Resource reservation Protocol (RSVP) specification standaid in the 

3 resource reservation engine, and 

4 inserting the session ID of a session in a RSVP Path message as sociated with the 
s given session. 



6 
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23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

carrying voice information over the first and the one or more second sessions. 



1 24, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 23 further comprising : 

2 originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single sourcing 

3 entity. 

1 25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 further comprising: 

2 originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single sourcing 

3 entity and directing the first and the one or more second sessions to two or more different 

4 destination entities. 

1 26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25 further comprisinir- 

2 carrying voice information which corresponds to a call waiting context over the 

3 first and the one or more second sessions carry voice information. 

1 27, (Currently amended) A network device for reserving resources in transmission of 

2 messages through a computer network comprising: 

3 means for receiving a first request from a sourcing entity for i ni tiating a first ses- 

4 sion to as first rec eivinp entity hv the network device; 

5 means for identifying the first session by writing a session group identifier (ses- 

6 sion ID) into packets of the first session; 

7 means for receiving a second request from the sourcing entity fo r initiating on e or 
g jaerea second sessions session to a second receiving entity u sing the session ID of the 

9 first session; and 

10 means for transmitting a setup message to enable other network devices to share 
l i resources between the first session and the second session in response to both the first 
12 and second sessions having the same session ID. 



7 
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x 28. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 27 further comprising: 

2 means for including a data structure for storing information for ihe sessions in a 

3 resource reservation engine, and 

4 means for storing the session ID for each session in the data structure in the re- 

5 source reservation engine. 

1 29. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 28 further comprising: 

2 means for identifying a given session by a source address of an entity sourcing 

3 the traffic flow of the session and a resource identifier (ID). 

l 30. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 29 further comprising: 

i means for utilizing the Resource reSerVation Protocol (RSVP) specification stan- 

3 dard in the resource reservation engine, and 

4 means for inserting the session ID of a session in a RSVP Path message associ- 

5 ated with the given session. 

1 31. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 30 further comprising 

2 means for carrying voice information over the first and the one or more second 

3 sessions. 

1 32. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 3 1 further comprising 

2 means for originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single 

3 sourcing entity. 

1 33. (Pteviously Presented) The device of claim 27 further comprising: 

2 ■ means for originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single 

3 sourcing entity and directing the first and the one or more second sessions to two or more 

4 different destination entities. 

8 
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1 34. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 33 further comprising: 

2 means for carrying voice information which corresponds to a call waiting context 

3 over the first and the one or more second sessions carry voice information. 

1 35. (Currently amended) A method for operating a router comprising: 

2 receiving a setup message indicating that a first session has beei i initiated by a 

3 j TiRfwnrlc devic e tn a first receiving entity, the first session being identified by a first ses- 

4 sion ID written into the setup message; 

5 receiving a setup message indicating that at least one second session has been ini- 

6 | tiated to a second receiving entity_u sing the session ID of the first session; and 

7 sharing resources between the first session and the second session in response to 
s both the first and second sessions having the same session ID. 

1 36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 further comprising: 

2 including a data structure for storing information for the sessioi .s in a resource 

3 reservation engine, and 

4 storing the session ID for each session in the data structure in the resource reser- 

5 vation engine. 

1 37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36 further comprisinj 5: 

2 identifying a given session by a source address of an entity sourcing the traffic 

3 flow of the session and a resource identifier (ID). 

1 38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 further comprisinj;: 

2 utilizing the Resource reservation Protocol (RSVP) specification standard in the 

3 resource reservation engine, and 

4 inserting the session ID of a session in a RSVP Path message associated with the 

5 given session. 

9 
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1 39. (Previously Presented) lie method of claim 38 further comprising: 

2 carrying voice information over the first and the one or more second sessions. 

1 40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 39 further comprising: 

2 originating the first and the one or mote second sessions from a single sourcing 

3 entity. 

1 4L (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 further comprising: 

2 originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single sourcing 

3 entity and directing the first and the one or more second sessions to two or more different 

4 destination entities. 

1 42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 further comprising; 

2 carrying voice information which corresponds to a call waiting context over the 

3 first and the one or more second sessions carry voice information. 

1 43. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a router comprising: 

2 means for receiving a setup message indicating that a first session to a first receiy- 

3 ing entity h as been initiated by a network device, the first session being, identified by a 

4 first session ID written into the setup message; 

5 means for receiving a setup message indicating that at least one second session & 

6 a second receiving entity h as been initiated using the session ID of the Errst session; and 

7 : means for sharing resources between the first session and the second session in 

8 response to both the first and second sessions having the same session YD. 



1 44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 43 farther comprising: 

2 ' means for including a data structure for storing information for the sessions in a 

3 resource reservation engine, and 



10 
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4 means for storing the session ID for each session in the data structure in the re- 

5 source reservation engine. 

1 45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44 further comprising; 

2 identifying a given session by a source address of an entity sour ring the traffic 

3 flow of the session and a resource identifier (ID). 

1 46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45 further comprising: 

2 utilizing the Resource reSerVation Protocol (RSVP) specification standard in the 

3 resource reservation engine, and 

4 inserting the session ID of a session in a RSVP Path message as sociated with the 
s given session- 

1 47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 46 further comprising: 

2 carrying voice information over the first and. the one or more second sessions. 

1 48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 47 further comprising; 

2 originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single sourcing 

3 entity. 

1 49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45 further comprising: 

2 originating the first and the one or more second sessions from a single sourcing 

3 entity and directing the first and the one or more second sessions to two or more different 

4 destination entities. 

1 50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49 further comprising: 

2 carrying voice information which corresponds to a call waiting context over the 

3 first and the one or more second sessions carry voice information. 

11 
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51 . (Currently Amended) A system for reserving resources in transmitting messages 



2 through a computer network comprising: 

3 an intermediate network device adapted to (a) initiate a first session to a first re- 

4 ceivine enetity, (b) identify the first session by writing a session group i ientifier (session 

5 ID) into packets of the first session, (c) initiate one or more second sessions to one or 

6 more second receiving entites u sing the session ID of the first session, a ad (d) transmit a 

7 setup message to enable other network devices to share resources between the first ses- 
s sion and the second session in response to both the first and second sessions having the 
9 same session ID. 

1 52. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 51 wherein a data structure is included 

2 for storing information for the sessions in a resource reservation engine, and wherein the 

3 session ID for each session is stored in the data structure in the resource reservation en- 

4 gine, 

1 53. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 52 wherein a given session is identified 

2 by a source address of an entity sourcing the traffic flow of the session .and a resource 

3 identifier (ID), 

1 54. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 53 wherein a Resource reSerVation Pro- 

2 tocol (RSVP) specification standard is utilized in the resource reservation engine, and 

3 wherein the session ID of a session is inserted in a RSVP Path message associated with 

4 the given session. 

1 55. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 54 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions carry voice information. 

1 56. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 55 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions originate from a single sourcing entity. 

12 
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1 57. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 51 wherein the first ami the one or more 

2 second sessions originate from a single sourcing entity and wherein the orst and the one 

3 or more second sessions is directed to two or more different destination entities. 

1 58. (Pnsviously Presented) The system of claim 57 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions carry voice information and correspond to a call waitinj ; context. 

1 59. (Currently Amended) A router comprising: 

2 a packet/frame receiver transmitter object configured to receive * setup message 

3 j indicating that a first session to a first receiving entity h as been initiated by a network de- 

4 vice, the first session being identified by a first session ID written into t setup message; 

5 a packet/frame receiver transmitter object configured to receive a setup message 

6 | tn^iogfiTig that at iftflgt nne second sessio n to a second rec eiving entity has been initiated 

7 using the session ID of the first session; and 

8 a resource reservation engine configured to share resources between the first ses- 

9 sion and the second session in response to both the first and second sessions having the 

10 same session ID. 

1 60. (Previously Presented) The router of claim 59 wherein 

2 the resource reservation engine includes a data structure for storing information 

3 for the sessions 5 and 

4 the resource reservation engine stores the session ID for each session in the data 

5 structure. 

1 61. (Previously Presented) The router of claim 60 wherein a given session is identified 

2 by a source address of an entity sourcing the traffic flow of the session and a resource 

3 identifier (ID). 

13 
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1 62. (Previously Presented) The router of claim 61 wherein: 

2 the resource reservation engine utilizes the Resource reSerVation Protocol 

3 (RSVP) specification standard, and 

4 the session group ID of a given session is contained in a RSVP Path message as- 

5 sociated with the given session. 

1 63 . (Previously Presented) The router of claim 62 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions carry voice information. 

1 64. (Previously Presented) The router of claim 63 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions originate from a single sourcing entity . 



1 65, (Previously Presented) The router of claim 59 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions originate from a single sourcing entity and direct the first and the one or 

3 more second sessions to two or more different destination entities, 

1 66. (Previously Presented) The router of claim 65 wherein the first and the one or more 

2 second sessions carry voice information and correspond to a call waitin g context. 

i 67. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media, comprising: 

i said computer readable media having information written therecn, said informa- 

3 lion having instructions for execution on a processor for the practice of a method for 

4 sharing resources reserved for a first session with a second session in a computer network 

5 having a plurality of entities interconnected by a plurality of intermedia te network de- 

6 vices having one or more resources for use in forwarding network traffic corresponding 

7 to sessions, the method having the steps of: 

8 receiving a first resource innervation message associated with a first sessiontoa 

9 first receiving entity, the first resource reservation message specifying ; l session group 

10 identifier (ID); 

14 
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1 1 storing the session group ID of the first resource reservation mes sage; 

12 reserving resources for use with the first session; 

13 receiving a second resource reservation message associated with a second session 

14 to a second receiving entity, the second resource reservation message corresponding to a 

15 session group ID; 

16 comparing the session group ID associated with the second resource message with 

17 the stored session group ID specified by the first resource reservation message; and 

is if the two session group IDs match, sharing the resources reserved for use with 

19 the first session with the second session. 

t 68. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media, comprising: 

2 said computer readable media having information written thereon, said infbrma- 

3 tion having instructions for execution on a processor for the practice of a method for 

4 sha ring resources reserved for a first session with a second session in a sourcing entity 

5 interconnected with two or more receiving entities by a computer netwc irk having a plu- 

6 rality of intermediate network devices, the devices having one or more i-esources for use 

7 in forwarding network traffic corresponding to sessions, the method having the steps of: 

s generating a first resource reservation message associated with 1 he first sessionto 

9 a first receiving entity; 

10 loading the first resource reservation message with a session grcup identifier (ID); 
u sending the first resource reservation message with the session {jroup ID toward a 
12 first receiving entity; 

n generating a second resource reservation message associated wi th the second ses- 

14 J Sin n to a second receiving entity: 

15 loading the first resource reservation message with the session f.roup identifier 

16 used in the first resource reservation message; and 

J7 sending the second resource reservation message with the session group ID to- 

1 g ward a second receiving entity, 



15 
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19 whereby resources reserved for use with the first session are shared with the seo 

20 ond session. 

i 69. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media, comprising: 

i said computer readable media having information written thereon, said informa- 

3 tion having instructions for execution on a processor for the practice of ? i method for re- 

4 serving resources by a network device for transmission of messages through a computer 

5 network, the method having the steps of: 

6 I initiating a first session to a first receiving entity b y the network device; 



7 identifying the first session by writing a session group identifier (session ID) into 

s packets of the first session; 

9 | initiating one or more second sessions to one or more second rec eiving entities us- 

10 ing the session ID of the first session; and 

a transmitting a setup message to enable other network devices to share resources 

i2 between the first session and the second session in response to both the Hist and second 



13 sessions having the same session ID. 

1 70. (Currently Amended) A computer readable media, comprising: 

2 said computer readable media having information written thereo n, said informa- 

3 tion having instructions for execution on a processor for the practice of a method for op- 

4 erating a router, the method having the steps of: 

5 | initiating a first session by the network devic e to a first receivim i entity ; 

6 identifying the first session by writing a session group identifier (session ID) into 

7 packets of the first session; 



8 initiating one or more second sessions to one or more second reviving entities us- 

9 ing the session ID of the first session; and 

10 transmitting a setup message to enable other network devices to share resources 
n between the first session and the second session in response to both the first and second 
12 sessions having the same session ID. 

16 
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4 



17 



4 



7L (Currently Amended) Electromagnetic signals propagating on a computer network, 



2 comprising: 

3 said electromagnetic signals carrying information having instruc dons for execu- 
tion on a processor for the practice of a method for sharing resources reserved for a first 

5 session with a second session in a computer network having a plurality of entities inter- 

6 connected by a plurality of intermediate network devices having one or more resources 

7 for use in forwarding network traffic corresponding to sessions, the met hod having the 
s steps of: 

9 receiving a first resource reservation message associated with a first sessionjoa 

10 first ; receiving entity, the first resource reservation message specifying a session group 

11 identifier (ID); 

12 storing the session group ID of the first resource reservation message; 

13 reserving resources for use with the first session; 
receiving a second resource reservation message associated with a second session 

to a second receiving entity, the second resource reservation message corresponding to a 



16 session group ID; 



comparing the session group ID associated with the second resource message with 

18 the stored session group ID specified by the first resource reservation message; and 

19 if the two session group IDs match, sharing the resources reserv ed for use with 

20 the first session with the second session. 



1 72. (Currently Amended) Electromagnetic signals propagating on a computer network, 

2 comprising: 

3 isaid electromagnetic signals carrying information having instructions for execu- 
tion oni a processor for the practice of a method for sharing resources reserved for a first 

5 session with a second session in a sourcing entity interconnected with two or more re- 

6 ceiving entities by a computer network having a plurality of intermediate network de- 



17 



PAGE 18/29 * RCVD AT 2/16/2006 4:11:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/38 * DNISOTOO 1 CSID: » DURATION (mm-ss):06-10 



02/16/2006 16: 13 'FAX 



0019 



PATENTS 
112025-0483 
CPOL# 124051 Seq.# 4446 



7 vices, the devices having one or more resources for use in forwarding network traffic cor- 

8 responding to sessions, the method having the steps of: 
generating a first resource reservation message associated with the first session Jo 

10 a first receiv ing entity: 

tl loading the first resource reservation message with a session gro up identifier (ID); 

n sending the first resource reservation message with the session group ID toward a 

13 first receiving entity; 

14 generating a second resource reservation message associated with the second ses- 

15 sio n to a second receiving entity: 

j $ loading the first resource reservation message with the session g roup identifier 

17 used in the first resource reservation message; and 

lfi sending the second resource reservation message with the session group ID to- 

19 ward a second receiving entity, 

zo whereby resources reserved for use with the first session are sha red with the sec- 

2i ond session. 



9 



1 73. (Currently Amended) Electromagnetic signals propagating on a computer network, 

2 comprising: 

3 said electromagnetic signals carrying information having instru< rtions for execu- 

4 tion on a processor for the practice of a method for reserving resources by a network de- 
s vice for transmission of messages through a computer network, the met hod having the 

6 steps of: 

initiating a first session to a first receiving entity b v the network device; 
s identifying the first session by writing a session group identifta (session ID) into 

9 packets of the first session; 

initiating one or more second sessions to one or more second re ceiving entities us- 



7 



10 



u ing the session ID of the first session; and 
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12 transmitting a setup message to enable other network devices to uhare resources 

13 between the first session and the second session in response to both the tfrst and second 

14 sessions having the same session ID, 

1 74. (Currently Amended) Electromagnetic signals propagating on a computer network, 

2 comprising: 

3 said electromagnetic signals carrying information having instructions for execu- 

4 tion on a processor for the practice of a method for operating a router, the method having 

5 the steps of: 

6 | initiating a first session to a first receiving entity b v the network device; 

7 identifying the first session by writing a session group identifier (session ID) into 
g packets of the first sessi on; 

9 j initiating one or more second sessio ns to one or more second rev iving entities us- 

10 ing the session ID of the first session; and 

xi transmitting a setup message to enable other network devices to share resources 

12 between the first session and the second session in response to both the first and second 

13 sessions having the same session ID. 

1 75. (Previously Presented) A method for reserving resources to transmit messages 

2 through a computer network comprising: 

3 selecting a group session ID for establishing a first session; 

4 establishing the first session from a network sourcing device to i first network 

5 receiving device routing through an intermediate network device; 

« .using the same group session ID for establishing a second session; 

7 .establishing the second session from the network sourcing device to a second net- 

s work receiving device routing through the intermediate network device; and 

9 sharing, in response to the first session and the second session having the same 

10 group session ID, resources reserved for the first session with the second session. 
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1 76. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, further comprising: 

2 receiving by the intermediate network device a first message of ttie first session 

3 and a second message of the second session, the first message and the second message 

4 having the same group session ID; and 

5 sharing by the intermediate network device, in response to the fi] st message and 
e the second message having the same group session ID, resources reserved for the first 

7 session with the second session. 

1 77. (Previously Presented) A network device for reserving resources to transmit mes- 

2 sages through a computer network comprising: 

3 means for selecting a group session ID for establishing a first session; 

4 means for establishing the first session from a network sourcing device to a first 
s network receiving device routing through an intermediate network device; 

6 means for using the same group session ID for establishing a second session; 

? means for establishing the second session from the network sourcing device to a 

g second network receiving device routing through the intermediate network device; and 
s) means for sharing, in response to the first session and the second session having 

10 the same group session ID, resources reserved for the first session with the second ses- 

n sion. 

1 78. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 77, further comprising: 

2 means for receiving by the intermediate network device a first message of the first 

3 session and a second message of the second session; and 

4 means for sharing by the intermediate network device, in respoi ise to the first 

$ message and the second message having the same group session ID, rewurces reserved 

$ for the first session with the second session. 

1 79. (Previously Presented) A network device for reserving resources to transmit mes- 

2 sages through a computer network comprising: 
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3 a signaling entity detecting a situation where a second session between a network 

4 sourcing device and a second network receiving device can share the resources reserved 
s for a first session between the network sourcing device and a first network receiving de- 

6 vice; 

7 a resource identifier (ID) generator, in response to a situation where the second 

8 session can share resources reserved for the first session, selecting a same group session 

9 ID for the first session and the second session; and 

10 a message generator sending a first message to establish the first session, and 

n sending a second message to establish the second session, the message generator includ- 

12 ing the group session ID in both the first message and the second message. 

1 80- (Previously Presented) A computer network having: 

2 a first network receiving device; 

3 a second network receiving device; and 

4 a network sourcing device for selecting a group session ID for a first session and 

5 selecting the same group session ID for a second session, sending a first message to es- 

6 tablish the first session between the network sourcing device and the first network receiv- 

7 ing device, sending a second message to establish the second session between the net- 

8 work sourcing device and the second network receiving device, and in i-esponse to the 

9 group session ID in the second message, sharing network resources rested for the first 

10 session with the second session. 

1 | 81. (Currently Amended) The computer network of claim fourths having: 

2 an intermediate network device, the intermediate network device receiving the 

3 first message of the first session and the second message of the second session, and, in 

4 response to the first message and the second message having the same group session ID, 

5 sharing resources reserved for the first session with the second session. 



21 



PAGE 22/29 * RCVD AT 2/16/2006 4:11:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/38 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mra-ss):06-10 



02/16/2006 16:14 TAX 



@023 



PATENTS 
112025-0483 
CPOL# 124051 Seq.# 4446 

6 82_ (Previously Presented) A method for a computer network to reserve resources for 

7 messages sent from a network sourcing device to one or more network receiving devices, 

8 the method comprising: 

9 selecting by the network sourcing device a group session ID for a first session and 

10 selecting the same group session ID for a second session; 

1 1 sending a first message from the network sourcing device to est* blish the first ses- 

12 sion between the network sourcing device and a first network receiving device; 

13 sending a second message from the network sourcing device to establish the sec- 

14 ond session between the network sourcing device and a second receiving device; and 

is sharing, in response to the group session ID in the second message, resources re- 

16 served for the first session with the second session. 

1 | 83. (Currently amended) The method of claim further comprising: 

2 receiving by an intermediate network device a first message of the first session 

3 and a second message of the second session; and 

4 sharing by the intermediate network device, in response to the first message and 

5 second message having the same group session ID, resources reserved for the first session 

6 with the second session. 
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